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An examination of the growth and different varieties of  

anchoritism throughout medieval Europe.  
 

Numerous traditions of medieval anchoritism developed in western Europe during the middle ages, 
as demonstrated by this first comprehensive survey. It covers both an overview of the origins and 
development across Europe, and a close examination and profile of specific examples of influential 
anchorites within that region, highlighting their reception by contemporaries and their influences 
upon the religiosity of the community. 
 
LIZ HERBERT MCAVOY is Senior Lecturer in Gender in English and Medieval Studies at Swansea 
University. 
 

Contents over page 
 
 

 

 

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL DETAILS  
Sterling c.£50.00(s), US dollar $95.00, 21/01/2010, 978 1 84383 520 2 

256pp, 23.4 x 15.6cm, hardback  
US: Boydell & Brewer Inc  

 
 
 

MARKET  
Medieval History 

History of Religion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

08/2009      All prices/details are approximate 

 



 
Contents  

 
Introduction 

 
Hermits and Anchorites in the Low Countries 

 
Anchorites in German-Speaking Regions 

 
Anchorites: The Italian Tradition, 1300-1600 

 
The Spanish Tradition 

 
Anchorites and Anchoritism in Medieval France 

 
Anchoritism: the English Tradition 

 
Hermits and Anchorites in Late Medieval Ireland 

 
Anchorites in Medieval Scotland 

 
The Anchoritic Tradition of Medieval Wales 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




